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Subject: Trooper Integrity, Character
From: Sarah Palin <
Date: Wed, 10 Aug 2005 15:50:45-0800
To: julia_grimes(@dps. state.ak us

Dear Colonel Grimes,

it is my understanding that you are aware of problems within the Alaska State Trooper family that stem from one of
your officers, Michael Wooten. My concemn is that the public's faith in the Troopers will continue to diminish as more
residents express concems regarding the apparent lack of action towards a Trooper whom is described by many as
being "a ticking timebomb”, and a "loose cannon™.

Mike Wooten has continued to boast about incidences regarding his unethical and illegal actions that reflect so poorly
on the Troopers, and appears to relish in the fact that he ¢can "do anything because I'm a Troopai”, as he's proclaimed
to people who question his acfions. '

L&t me share again with you just a few of the many episodes in Wooten's recent past that have been discussed with
Wooten's supervisors after the episodes were publicly discussed by Wooten with many in our community who are left
scratching their heads regarding Wooten's poor reflection of the Trooper mission fo prevent loss of life and property as
a result of illegal or unsafe acfs. (These are just a few, as | have received many calls and comments over the past four
years about Wooten's questionable actions and his relationship with my family. Wooten is my brother-in-law, but this
information is forwarded to you objectively, and | frust it is received and considered by you objectively.)

March 26, 2005 Officer Wooten was off-duty, drinking at the Mugshot Saloon in Wasilla when he pulled out his
Trooper badge and demanded the bartender (Mr. Chiis Brightbill) remove a pairon whom Wooten disliked. The
bartender knew Wooten was off-base with his demands and subsequently testified that Wooten was out of control,
was abusing his position and autherity and should not be in the position of a licensed Trooper, as he believes Wooten is
a "loose cannon”. (Private Investigator Leonard Hackett, interview and statement of Brightbill on 6/27/05.)
Wooten eventually left the bar, was pulled over after a REDDI was called into Trooper dispatch after the caller
observed Wooten driving drunk, and Wooten was pulled over. (lronically, Wooten has been a member of your DUI
Task Force and is featured in your television DUl Task Force PSAs.) The Trooper who pulled Wooten over is Officer
Dave Harrell. He has served as a subordinate to Wooten. He did not cite Wooten for drunk driving, but merely gave
Wooten a ride o a friend's house after responding to the REDDI. Wooten then called his wife (Molly McCann,
SIS, o plained that he was over the legal limit, and his wife picked him up at the friend's house and wamed
Wooten that his drinking and driving would "catch up with him" as he continued to disregard wamings about his drinking
and driving practice in our small fown. Wooten fold others about this incident as a braggart way of reminding others
that he is "untouchable™ as a Trooper. L .

Around this time, Wooten rode with his girlfriend, Mrs. Angie Johnson, home from another local bar after another night
of drinking, Mrs. Johnson was pulled over by a Trooper for suspected drunk driving, According to Wooten's account of
the evening, he leaned over from the passenger window and demanded the responding Trooper to turn off his recorder
and not cite Mrs. Johinson. She was not cited for DUI. Wooten subsequently bragged about this incidence to others,

ineluding Steven Menard (phone #SSSSEEe®), again casting doubt in the public about the sincerity of the Trooper's
missiomn.

Wooten drinks excessively and has showed extremely poor judgement and disregard for others' safety with his practice
of drinking and driving, including on Jan. 19, 2005 drove home drunk; Jan. 23, 2005 drove home drunk after Super
Bowd party in Anchorage; Feb. 6, 2005 in Anchorage leaving the Sullivan Arena's WWE Pro Wrestling event, drove
very drunk as he drank Crown Royal straight from botfle, brought the Crown Royal into the Sullivan in PowerAde
bottle and petrified his stepson who was with Wooten in the vehicle; Feb. 12, 2005 in Wasilla; Feb. 13, 2005 drove
drunk in Big Lake (leaving Call of the Wild Bar, next day so hungover he had fo call in sick fo Trooper
Headquarters);March 13, 2005 drank at least three beers in car while driving family home from Glennallen
snowmachine trip, driving over the speed limit and scaring his wife and kids who begged him tfo stop drinking on the
drive home. Wooten's consumption of alcohol while driving with small children in his vehicle (as witnessed by his wife
and stepson, Molly and Payton McCann, ) is deplorable. He's even left a friend’s home in his Trooper car,
waving with beer in hand, again drinking and driving in an arrogant public statement declaring he is above the law (az
viinessed by Adrian and Marilyn Lane, ‘SEESE=,.
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