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Hawaii
Statehood
Depends

on Alaska,
Says Seaton

(Now. 19, 1958) — Secretary
of the Interior Fred A. Seaton,
currently on a political visit to
Alaska, believes that if any-
thing goes wrong in Alaska’s
early days of statehood, “all is
lost for Hawaii.”

Speaking to members of the
local Petroleum club on Tues-
day afternoon, Seaton indicat-
ed that “what is done in the
first Alaskan elections next
Tuesday will chart the course
of the 49th state for years to
come.”

“Then, declaring that he
had no intention of making a
political speech, Seaton asked
the question: “In what kind of
world does the United States
exist today?”

“These are troubled times.
Two great nations are armed
to the teeth — a hallmark of
troublesome times. Universal
peace just does not happen to
be the trademark of mankind.
Things don’t seem to get bet-
ter. Our problem is to see that
things to not get worse.

“As I have traveled the
length and breadth of this
country during the past few
months — some 50,000 miles
— TI've seen an attitude that
disturbs me.

“Voters always seem to ask
themselves, ‘What has my gov-
ernment done for me lately?’

“Why can’t we turn that
question around to ‘What have
I done for my government late-
ly?” If we could get the peo-
ple of this country thinking in
those terms, many tremen-
dous achievements could be
made. That would be the real
hope of the world, as the future
of the world rests on this bed-
rock we call America,” he con-
cluded.
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ALASKA'’S FIRST FAMILY (Nov. 29, 1958) Governor-elect William Egan is shown here with hiw wife, Neva,

and son, Dennis, 11. Egan is expected to arrive in Anchorage Wednesday before moving to the capital at
Juneau. The 44-year-old Valdez merchant, who served as president of the Alaska Constitutional Convention
and as an unofficial U.S. Senator under the Alaska-Tennessee Plan, plans to begin his new job as the state’s

chief executive on Dec. 8. (Daily

News archive)
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Nikes Set
For Alaska

(Nov. 8, 1958) The Army
announced today its nuclear-
tipped Nike Hercules missiles
will be dispatched to defend
strategic areas in Alaska from

Kennedy Is Quiet On Topic
Of 1960 Presidential Race

(Nov. 2, 1958) The next
president of the United States
may or may not be John
Fitzgerald Kennedy of Mas-
sachusetts, but at the present
time, this youthful figure in the
Democratic party has no com-
ment on the situation.

Kennedy stayed in Anchor-
age overnight and was fea-
tured speaker at a Democrat-
ic rally on Tuesday night.

At a meeting with local
newsmen, he consistently
avoided questions on the sub-
ject of running for president.

The questioning went
something like this:
Newsman — “Mr. Kenne-

dy, do you consider yourself a
candidate for the presidency
in 1960?”

Kennedy — “I have just
been elected to a six-year
term in the Senate and I plan
to fulfill this job at the present.

What will happen in 1960, no
one can foretell.”

Newsman — “Mr. Kenne-
dy, who do you think will be the
Democratic presidential can-
didate in 1960?”

Kennedy — “There are
about a dozen men who could
win this nomination. It would
be unwise for me to make a
prediction at this time.”

DOGS KILLED
IN HUT FIRE

(Nov. 18, 1958) Ten dogs lost their lives
in a blazing inferno yesterday as a mys-
terious fire gutted their quonset hut shel-
ter at the Spenard dog pound on the Seward
highway.

A passing motorist summoned firemen
after seeing flames “leaping higher than the
trees” at the pound, located behind the Sub-
urban market.

Damage fo the building was esfimat-
ed at $1,000.

air attack by early 1959.

A specially-trained battal-
ion of over 500 officers and
men, plus two ordnance de-
tachments, will be sent to man
the new air defense sites.

Safeway To
Build Here

(Nov. 19, 1958) Safeway
Stores Incorporated, the larg-
est retail grocery chain in the
nation, has purchased land on
Gambell Street for construc-
tion of its first Alaska outlet.

The entrance of Safeway
into the local market will also
mark the first time a grocery
chain has extended its servic-
es to include the 49th state.
Safeway stores are located in
states from the Atlantic to the
Pacific and specialize in low
prices with fast turnover.

$2000,000
For Air Terminal

(Nov. 19, 1958) Extension
of Anchorage International
Airport runways to 10,500 feet
at an estimated cost of more
than $2,000,000 has been ap-
proved by the Department of
Commerce and the budget will

be included in the annual mes-
sage to Congress by President
Eisenhower.

This will make the Anchor-
age air terminal an “Express
airport” capable of handling
the swift flying jet airliners in
international service. Length-
ening the runways to 10,500
feet would permit take off of
the jet planes with a full gross
load in all weather.

It is also planned to expand
the present terminal building
to handle the larger volume
of air passengers expected to
pass through Anchorage in
the jet age.

Girls Break
Out of Jail

(Nov. 18, 1958) Four girls
who are juvenile delinquents
scampered out of the Anchor-
age city detention home last
night and two have since been
apprehended, Chief of Police
John F. Flanigan of the Anchor-
age police said today.

They escaped by remov-
ing bolts securing a protective
screen over a window to their
cell. The girls apparently worked
on the escape for the better part
of two weeks. They would work
on the screens when the show-
ers were running and disguise
the noise of their efforts.

UNION HALL BLASTED BY BOMB

(Nov. 15, 1958) A bomb
blasted the rear of the Labor-
ers Union hall at 924 Fifth Ave-
nue about 7 p.m. last night.

Nobody was hurt by the ex-
plosion which rocked a two
block area. It tore out the
glass in the rear office used
by Henry Hedburg, officer of
the union.

Hedburg said, “I left the of-
fice about 5 p.m. I was home

getting ready to go to bed

when I heard about it.”

Police investigators de-
clared that anyone in the of-
fice at the time would have
been killed. The spraying glass
from the explosion would have
killed a person in the office.

Nobody was in the building.
Police say they know of no wit-
nesses this morning. The La-
borers cafe at the front of the
hall closed a few minutes be-
fore the building was rocked

(Novw. 26, 1958) The Democratic landslide which
swept the nation in the Nov. 4 general election swept
right on to the far northwest and through the doors
of Alaska’s first state legislature on Tuesday.

The new state apparent-
ly has sent three Democrat-
ic voices to Congress, accord-
ing to unofficial returns from
more than two-thirds of the
49th’s 287 precincts. Also av-
alanched into Alaskan offic-
es were a governor and State
senate and house of like faith.
The apparent clean sweep
would have made a charwom-
an beam.

Democrat E.L. (Bob) Bart-
lett slid easily into one of the
U.S. Senate seats on great
support growing hourly. Vet-
eran Territorial Governor Er-
nest Gruening, 72, his age an
alleged “issue” continued to
hold a lead shifting between
700 and 1,200 over another ex-
territorial governor, Republi-
can Mike Stepovich, 39, Fair-
banks.

William A. Egan, Valdez,
opened up a 4,500 vote lead
on Republican John Butro-
vich, Jr., Fairbanks, and Ralph

9

J. Rivers, running for the sole
U.S. House chair, was whip-
ping Republican Henry A.
Benson by 3,000 votes.

The State Senate and
house appeared to be going
Democratic as solid as a gla-
cier. In the Senate, it looked
as if the entire body would be
composed of Democrats. In
the legislature, returns are
not as complete, but most of
the 40 seats seem destined for
Democrats.

Yesterday, with drenching
rains soaking Kodiak Island,
swirling snows blanketing
Nome and Kotzebue, and sub-
zero temperatures gripping
the far north, America’s new-
est voters trudged to school
houses, libraries and halls
and brushed aside the poll-
ing booth curtain to cast their
Congress-given vote.

A vote to be certified by
President Eisenhower, fol-
lowing which officially State-
hood will be proclaimed early
in January.

Main streets from Shish-
maref on the Bering Strait to
Hydaburg near the Canadi-
an border wore a Sunday qui-
et in contrast to the bumper-
to-bumper frenzy of June 30th
when Congress said “Okay.”
When the Union beckoned
that day, bonfires reddened
the Arctic sky, and bars many
an eye.

ANCHORAGE LEGISLATORS Alaska’s first state election will send a

maijority of Democrats to the legislature, including Irene Ryan (Senate
Discrict E) and Earl Hillstrand (House District 10). (Daily News archive)

Alaska Ntivs To eceive -

Aid Through Winter

(Nov. 20, 1958) Assurance
that Alaska native welfare
needs will be met this winter
was given GOP gubernatorial
candidate John Butrovich to-
day by James E. Hawkins, ar-
ea director of the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs.

At the same time, Hawkins
suggested that the new state
legislature provide funds to
match federal appropriations
for work projects for the na-
tive people.

Both Butrovich and con-

gressional candidate Hen-
ry A. Benson had contacted
Hawkins urging immediate
aid for the natives. The Ben-
son plea was made last month
when Denton Moore of Kak-
honak bay came to Anchor-
age to confer with Benson on
the plight of the natives, many
of whom had less than $100 to
support themselves and their
families through the winter
season. Moore told Benson
the situation was the result of
a poor fishing season.

DENY CITY AIR IS ‘POLLUTED’

(Nov. 20, 1958) Reports from nation-

al news organizations that Anchorage has
the heaviest polluted air in the United States
brought denials today from representatives
of the Arctic Health research center.

Jumes A. Anderegg, chief of environ-
mental sanitation section of the center, which
is o department of the United States Public
Health center, said this morning that the fig-

ures used by the news media were an aver-
age for a five year period which included the
Mt. Spurr eruption in 1953.

The eruption, it seems, brought heavy
pollution to the area but the air has been
much clearer since that fime.

Anderegg brought out that pollution
seems to be heavier in the summer than in
the winter because of the unpaved streets.
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